EDUCATION IN FINLAND

The Story of
Finnish Education
One of the main principles of Finnish education is that everyone must
have equal learning opportunities and access to high-quality education
and training. Learning environments should encourage innovation,
make room for creativity and allow every individual to flourish. As
we see it, the best way to achieve sustainable economic growth and
well-being is to mobilize the competence and talents of all citizens.
We do not ask what the cost of education is, but what the cost of not
educating people would be.
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spring of 2020 was successful considering the circumstances. Highly competent

Did you know that:

teachers with considerable autonomy,
combined with a flexible education
system, and the society’s investments in
education and digitalisation, made this
possible.
For children to have equal opportunities, it is important to acknowledge that
inclusive education calls for special and
individually tailored support for special
needs students, as soon as the need

• In the old days, the church required that both men and women be able to read,
if they wanted to get married. Due to this, by the end of 19th century, almost
100 % of the population were able to read.
• Finnish children begin their school later, spend less time in the classroom and
have less homework than children in many other countries; yet their learning
outcomes are excellent.
• Finland was the first country in the world to give women full political rights
already in the beginning of the 1900’s.
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Although a relatively small country,
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